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® Multifunctional identification and information card. 



® An identification and information card comprising 
an integrated electronic circuit including a processor. 
The electronic circuit is capable of contactlessly 
transmitting data to. and receiving data from, a data 
acquisition system in response to an electromag- 
netic interrogation field. The card is provided with a 
magneto/optical memory which contains data en- 
coded according to a secret key. The coded data 
can be read by the data acquisition system and 
converted into electrical signals which are contact- 
lessly transmitted to the card and are decoded by 
the processor. The card contains security data for 
protection against unauthorized use. 
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Multifunctional identification and information card 



This Invention relates to an identification and 
information card comprising an integrated electron- 
ic circuit including a processor, an operating mem- 
ory, a program and data memory, said integrated 
electronic circuit being capable of contactlessly 
transmitting information to, and receiving informa- 
tion from, a data acquisition system. 

Such a card can be used, for example, as a 
bank pass, as a credit card, as an ID card, as an 
admission control card, as a carrier of, for example, 
medical data concerning the bearer of the card, 
etc. 

Netherlands patent specification 176404 dis- 
closes a detection plate which, for example, as an 
admission control card, can be made of credit card 
size, and comprises an integrated electronic circuit 
with a memory storing binary data. The electronic 
circuit can be contactlessly activated by an elec- 
tromagnetic interrogation field generated by a 
transmitter/receiver, and then generates electrical 
signals presenting the binary data, which can be 
detected by the transmitter/receiver. 

Furthermore. Netherlands Patent Application 
No. 8700861 discloses a mini-data-carrier which 
can also be made in the form of a credit card and 
includes a contactlessly reprogrammable memory. 
In this case, too, the integrated electronic circuit of 
the data carrier can be activated by an interroga- 
tion field, and the data carrier does not require a 
supply battery of its own. 

Although the known identification and informa- 
tion cards are excellently suitable for many pur- 
poses, the amount of information that can be 
stored in the memory of the cards is limited. 

At the present time, personal data Is often 
stored in central data banks scattered throughout 
various authorities, agencies, firms or hospitals, 
and the individual in question has no control over 
what is being done with such personal data. Pri- 
vacy could be considerably enhanced if such per- 
sonal data should remain in possession of the 
person to which it relates, and if such person could 
decide himself as to who may use which informa- 
tion and when. To achieve this, however, requires a 
storage medium with a very large storage capacity. 
For example, the storage medium should be prog- 
rammable and also re-programmable in order that 
the data in the medium may be changed and 
supplemented. In addition, the storage medium 
must be well safeguarded against unauthorized 
reading and must be simple to carry. 

Furthermore, the storage medium should pref- 
erably be contactlessly readable and (re)- 
programmable. 

There is accordingly a need for an identifica- 



tion and information card with a very large storage 
capacity, so that the card may contain a personal 
data bank relating to the bearer of the card, which 
data bank can only be consulted with the bearer's 

5. consent. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide such an identification and information card. 

To this effect, according to the present inven- 
tion, an identification and information card of the 

70 kind described above is characterized by a 
magneto/optical memory which in operation con- 
tains Information . encoded according to a secret 
key, said secret key being stored in the integrated 
electronic circuit, and said integrated electronic cir- 

15 cuit being arranged to decode the infomnation en- 
coded according to the secret key after the conver- 
sion of said information into electrical signals, and 
to transmit it to the data acquisition system, and to 
encode electrical data signals according to said 

20 secret key. 

A good safeguard against unauthorized use of 
an identification and information card according to 
the present invention can be provided by compar- 
ing protective data stored in the card with control 

25 data collected at the moment of a request for 
access to a data acquisition system. 

Optimum security can be provided by causing 
one or more of the following aspects to be ex- 
pressed in the protection and control data: 

30 - Knowledge by the person, i.e. the bearer or 
owner of the card; 

- Ability of the person; 

- Physical characteristics of the person; 

- Possession of a key article. 

35 In this connection it is of importance that in- 

formation of. or about, the person should not be 
divulged to the data acquisition system, because in 
that case a recording could be made of such 
information, which could then be reproduced to 

40 simulate a request for access to the data acquisi- 
tion system. Access could then be obtained im- 
properly. 

According to a further elaboration, the present 
invention contemplates combining in the card a 
45 personal data bank with one or a combination of 
the above security aspects. 

The invention will now be described in more 
detail with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings. 

50 Fig. 1 shows schem^ically the communica- 

tion channel via a card according to the present 
invention between an individual and a data acquisi- 
tion system; and 

Rg. 2 shows schematically an elevational 
view of one embodiment of a card according to the 
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present invention. 

Rg. 1 illustrates a block diagram of the con- 
nection between a data acquisition system or 
(central) computer 1, which is supposed to be 
safeguarded, and an individual 2. The connection 3 
between the central computer and a terminal 4 with 
which a card 5 is read, which for example is a 
public telephone line, is supposed not to be safe- 
guarded, so that unauthorized persons may have 
access to this line. This also applies to the connec- 
tions 6, 7, 8 between the terminal and the card and 
the other way round. The connections between the 
card and the individual and the other way round 
are supposed to be safe because the individual has 
the card In her or his possession, so that these 
connections cannot be tampered with without the 
cooperation of the Individual. 

The card 5 according to the invention has 
preferably the dimensions of a credit card with 
international standard' dimensions and contains an 
integrated electronic circuit 9 connected with one 
or more coils (not shown), and input means such 
as input sensors 14 for receiving data in the form 
of knowledge and/or capability and/or physical 
characteristics of the individual and passing it to 
the electronic circuit. The integrated circuit com- 
prises a microprocessor 10. a memory or storage 
11, which may comprise a non-volatile program 
and data memory, a transmitting/receiving circuit 
12 for contactless radio-frequency data transmis- 
sion, and a circuit 13 for receiving and processing 
signals from the input sensor. The card may also 
comprise a display 1 5, for example, a liquid crystal 
display (LCD), by means of which data is transmit- 
ted from the card to the individual, without it being 
necessary for such data to be known to the termi- 
nal and/or the data acquisition system. 
Furthemnore. the card contains a high-capacity 
memory which may be a magneto/optical memory. 
Such a memory may .occupy one or more areas of 
the card, and may consist, for example, of a plural- 
ity of linear tracks. Using such a known per se 
magneto-optical memory, and using a card of nor- 
mal size on one side only, a storage capacity of as 
high as 80 megabytes can be provided. The data 
stored In this memory has been encoded by 
means of an encryption function which Is only 
known to the microprocessor in the card. Supply 
energy and clock pulses are transmitted to channel 
7 electromagnetically in known manner. Contact- 
less radio-frequency data transmission from the 
card to a transmitter/receiver, through channel 8. is 
preferably effected in a system according to the 
present invention in two ways, i.e.: 

1. Transmission of an identification number 
only over a relatively large distance of, for exam- 
ple, 70 cm for identification purposes. If necessary, 
a distinction can be made between various iden- 



tification cards present in the transmitting/receiving 
field at the same time, by using, for example, a 
selective calling procedure in accordance with 
Netheriands patent application 8802718. For this 

5 purpose the terminal comprises an RF interface 17. 

2. Transmission through a relatively small 
distance of several centimeters, in which, through 
channel 6, for example, a bidirectional (full-duplex) 
data transmission takes place between the terminal 

70 and the card, and in v^tiich, via the terminal, the 
encoded magneto/optical data stored in the card is 
also transmitted to the microprocessor and vice 
versa. 

For this purpose the terminal has a reader 18 

75 capable of reading the magneto/optical data stored 
on the card, and can convert it into electrical sig- 
nals. As the data stored in the magneto/optical 
n)emory has been encoded according to a secret 
key, this data is not suitable for use by the terminal 

20 and the data acquisition system. 

The electrical signal representing the data en- 
coded according to a secret key are retumed wire- 
lessly to the card through channel 6 in known 
manner and are stored in a portion of memory 11 

25 used as a working storage. If pre-determined con- 
ditions have been satisfied, the data thus received 
back by the card is fully or partially decrypted by 
the processor 1 0. The decrypted data is then again 
wirelessly retumed electromagnetically in known 

30 manner to the terminal, which subsequently can 
pass the data to the computer. 

The magneto/optical memory is a known per 
se memory consisting of a magnetic layer formed 
by an amorphous mixture of the rare earth metal 

35 terbium, iron and cobalt, embedded between two 
dielectric layers. Through local heating by a laser 
and an external (modulated) magnetic field, the 
polarity of the magnetization can be locally 
changed in direction. To read the data, the po- 

40 larized energy of the laser is considerably de- 
creased, and the polarity of the magnetization is 
detected at the memory sites by measuring the 
direction of polarization of the reflected laser light. 
The so-called Kerr effect brings about a change in 

45 the direction of polarization of the laser light as a 
result of the polarity of the magnetic material. To 
erase data recorded, the magnetic material is heat- 
ed by means of the laser to a temperature above 
the Curie temperature, simultaneously pole chang- 

50 ing the external magnetic field, whereby the differ- 
ences in magnetization of the magnetic material 
disappear. The two dielectrical layers are provided 
to protect the magnetic material against con'osion. 
Owing to the minute dimensions of the laser beam, 

55 ca. 1 micrometer, very high data densities can be 
achieved in the magneto/optical memory, which for 
example may comprise a plurality of parallel ex- 
tending linear tracks on the back of the card. 
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The first security aspect, knowledge present In 
the individual, may consist, for example, of a per- 
sonal identification number or PIN-code, which 
must be entered into the card through keys forming 
part of the input means. To prevent that the same 
keys are used every time, which could lead to 
markings on the card, a random number can be 
communicated to the individual from a PIN-code 
offset generator 19 of the terminal, for example, via 
the display 15 on the card, which number Is added 
by the individual to, or subtracted from, the code 
known to her or him, whereafter the newly cal- 
culated value is keyed in as a PIN-code. If desired, 
a "carry" obtained from the addition or subtraction 
may be left out of account. The processor in the 
card checks whether this PIN-code is correct, tak- 
ing into account the random offset value. Data 
entered through the keys may be transmitted, for 
example, to the integrated electronic circuit by 
means of a matrix of switches provided under the 
keys. 

Only if the PIN-code has been con-ectly en- 
tered will the processor subsequently partially or 
fully decrypt the encrypted data received through 
the terminal. 

The second security aspect, ability of the in- 
dividual, may consist, for example, in placing a 
signature, which may be examined as regards the 
shape of signature and also as regards the dy- 
namic movements of the writing tool in relation to 
the time. As was the case with the PIN-code. it is 
of importance that the terminal and/or the data 
acquisition system should get no information about 
the signature. 

The input sensor for the signature is therefore 
also integrated in the card and, as shown in Fig.4, 
may consist, for example, of four piezofoil sensors 
20 to 23 on the four sides of a rectangular area 24 
within which the signature must be placed, for 
example, inserting a sheet of paper. If the signature 
is now placed with, for example, an intermittently 
ultrasonically vibrating writing tool, the differences 
in travel time of the surface vibrations 25 between 
the tip 26 of the writing tool and the four piezosen- 
sors can be used to determine where the tip of the 
writing tool is at any one time.in addition to vibrat- 
ing the tip of the writing tool, these surface vibra- 
tions can be generated by vibrating the entire card, 
and using a normal pen as a writing tool, for which 
purpose, for example, the card may be placed on, 
for example, an intermittently ultrasonically vibrat- 
ing substrate.The advantage of this type of input 
sensor is that only few electrical connections with 
the integrated electronic circuit are required. In 
addition, a PIN-code entered through keys can also 
be transmitted to the integrated electronic circuit in 
this manner, so that a combination of the two 
security aspects only requires the second type of 



sensor. For this purpose, in the area 24, a plurality 
of numbered zones, serving as keys, are indicated 
on the card, and a number of the zones are suc- 
cessively pressed v/ith the finger or a pen or the 
5 like while the card is lying on the vibrating sub- 
strate. 

As regards the third security aspect, physical 
features of the individual, for example, a fingerprint, 
it is also true that optimum safeguarding is only 

10 possible if the pertinent data need not be divulged 
to the terminal and/or the data acquisition system, 
i.e., if use is made of, for example, electrical or 
ultrasonic sensors in the card, and the incoming 
data being processed and examined in the card. 

75 The fourth security aspect, the possession of a 

key article, is the possession of the card proper, 
which may be provided with a unique code and/or 
a unique encryption/decryption algorithm, for exam- 
ple, according to the decryption/encryption stan- 

20 dard DES, and which key article may further be 
provided with other characteristics of genuineness, 
such as a hologram or fluorescent inks. The last 
security aspect is of course always applicable with 
the multifunctional identification and information 

25 card; the other security aspects may be provided 
for use as an option to suit the required security 
level. 

The processor may be arranged so that more 
encrypted data is decrypted according as more 

30 security conditions have been satisfied. Converse- 
ly, a data acquisition system may In certain cases 
make higher demands on security than in other 
cases. Thus, to receive money from a money dis- 
pensing machine, checking the PIN-code could be 

35 all that is needed, but, for example, to get access 
to a secret military installation, or to obtain medical 
data, the signature and/or a physical characteristic 
of the bearer of the card could be checked. 

The data to be provided by the card to a data 

40 acquisition system depends not only on the control 
data entered by the user, but also on the control 
data to be provided by the data acquisition system, 
which determines whether the acquisition system is 
authorized to receive information from the card 

45 and, if so, which data the acquisition system can 
receive. 

It is noted that, after reading the above, various 
modifications will readily occur to those skilled In 
the art. Thus, with some data acquisition systems, 
50 a direct connection can be effected without the 
intermediary of a terminal. 

Furthermore, the data transmission between 
terminal or data acquisition system may be mon- 
odirectional (half-duplex). It is also possible, when 
55 an intermittently vibrating substrate is used for the 
card at the terminal or an intermittently vibrating 
writing tool is used at the terminal, for the intermit- 
tent rhythm of the vibration to be determined by 
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the processor of the card. The processor would 
then, for example, transmit data through channel 8 
which controls the vibrator of the substrate or writ- 
ing tool. 

The above and similar modifications are 
deemed to fall within the scope of the present 
invention. 



Claims 

1. An identification and Information card com- 
prising an integrated electronic circuit including a 
processor, an operating memory, a program and 
data memory, which integrated electronic circuit is 
capable of contactlessly transmitting data to, and 
receiving data from, a data acquisition system in 
response to an electromagnetic interrogation field, 
characterized by a magneto/optical memory which 
in operation contains data encoded according to a 
secret key. the secret key being stored in the 
integrated electronic circuit, and wherein the in- 
tegrated electronic circuit is arranged to decode 
the data encoded according to the secret key after 
conversion of such data into electrical signals and 
transmitting it to the data acquisition system, and 
to encode electrical data signals according to the 
secret key. 

2. An identification and information card as 
claimed in claim 1. characterized in that the in- 
tegrated electronic circuit is arranged, in an inter- 
rogation field generated by a transmitter/receiver of 
a data acquisition system, at a relatively large 
distance from the transmitter/receiver, in a first 
mode, to transmit an identification code, while at a 
relatively small distance from the 
transmitter/receiver the integrated electronic circuit 
switches to a second mode in which data can be 
exchanged with the data acquisition system at a 
relatively high data transmission speed. 

3. An identification and information card as 
claimed in claim 2, characterized In that the in- 
tegrated electronic circuit comprises a threshold 
value detector which is capable of detecting the 
strength of the interrogation field at the card and 
when a pre-determlned threshold value is exceed- 
ed switches from the first to the second mode, 

4. An identification and information card as 
claimed In claim 1, 2 or 3, characterized by input 
means for the entry of individuaHinked security 
data concerning the bearer of the card, which secu- 
rity data, in operation, can be compared by the 
integrated electronic circuK witii con-esponding se- 
curity data stored in tiie integrated electronic circuit 
without the security data reaching the data acquisi- 
tion system, 

5. An identification and information card as 
claimed in claim 4, characterized In that the stored 
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security data comprises data related to the knowl- 
edge and/or capability and/or physical characteris- 
tics of the bearer of the card. 

6. An identification and information card as 
5 claimed in claim 4 or 5. characterized in that the 

input means comprise manually operable switch 
means for entering a PIN-code. 

7. An identification and Information card as 
claimed in any of claims 4-8. characterized in that 

10 the Input means comprise two or more piezo ele- 
ments arranged along the edges of an area within 
which pressure can be exercised on the card to 
generate vibratory waves which are detected by 
the piezo elements and converted Into electrical 

75 signals, which are passed to the integrated elec- 
tronic circuit. 

8. An identification and information card as 
claimed in any of claims 4-7, characterized In that 
the input means are arranged to enter different 

20 types of security data, which types correspond to 
pre-determlned parts of the data encoded accord- 
ing to a secret key. and that the integrated elec- 
tronic circuit is arranged only to decode the coded 
data associated with the entered types of security 

25 data. 

9. An identification and information card as 
claimed in any of the preceding claims, character- 
ized in that the integrated electronic circuit is ar- 
ranged only after receiving a pre-determined signal 

30 from the data acquisition system to fully or partially 
decode data and pass it to the data acquisition 
system. 

10. An identification and information card as 
claimed in any of the preceding claims, character- 
as Ized by a rectifying circuit associated with a receiv- 
ing circuit and serving to provide supply energy to 
the integrated electronic circuit. 

11. An Identification and information card as 
claimed in claim 7, characterized by the provision 

40 of a key pattern in said area. 

12. A system for transmitting, processing and 
storing data, comprising a plurality of identification 
and Information cards as claimed in any of claims 
1-10 and at least one data acquisition system ar- 

45 ranged to cooperate with such identification and 
Information cards, characterized in that said at least 
one data acquisition system comprises a reader for 
reading data stored in a magneto/optical memory 
of an identification and information card and for 

50 converting the data read into electrical signals, 
which are retumed to the Identification and informa- 
tion card. 

13. A system as claimed in claim 12, char- 
acterized by a central computer and at least one 

55 terminal connected therewith, said terminal com- 
prising the reader. 

14. A system as claimed in claim 12 or 13, 
characterized in that the data acquisition system Is 

5 
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provided with a writing tool having a tip which, in 
operation, vibrates intermittently. 

15. A system as claimed in claim 12 or 13, 
characterized in that the data acquisition system 
comprises a platform which In operation vibrates s 
intemiittently. 

16. A system as claimed in claim 14 or 15, 
characterized in that the intermittently vibrating tip 
or platform is controlled by electrical signals trans- 
mitted by the processor of a card to the data to 
acquisition system. 
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